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MR. CUNDARI: Today is December 17, 2001. 

The time is 719 hours. I'm George Cundari, New 

York City Fire Department, conducting an interview 

with the following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank, title and 
assign command. 

A. Barrett Hirsch, paramedic, New York City Fire 
Department, Battalion 58, Division 3. 

Q. Okay, Barrett, can you please tell us the 
events regarding is tragic day of September 11? 

A. Well, starting about roughly 10:15, 10:20, we 
received an assignment to respond to the Borough of 
Manhattan. Initially, our first response was not to 
where the World Trade Center was, but to an unconscious 
patient somewhere in the general vicinity. 

We responded from Brooklyn, and basically 
once winding up in the borough, we came across one of 
the local bridges. From the explosion back in '93, I 
knew that the towers would pretty much be an odd ball 
shot of getting there. Came across the Manhattan 
Bridge, and that's -- you can basically see pretty much 
both towers engulfed in flames. 

We shot down toward our assignment, which was 


just west of Broadway, and did a canvas of the area. 


Once we made contact with the Brooklyn dispatcher, we 
went to the tower, at which point the first tower 
collapsed, so when we finally got it to a staging area, 
one of the two that initially had been set up, they 
were worried about the integrity of the second tower, 


so we went into another area. 


Q. Did you witness the tower collapsing? 

A. The second tower. We were about -- 

Q. The first tower. Did you see it as you were 
approaching? 

A. To be honest, Bill may have seen it. I was 


busy driving the vehicle and trying not to hit the 
pedestrians that were around, because obviously there 
were a lot, a lot of traffic. 

So once we got to one of the first primary 
staging areas, at that time. We were directed just to 
get the vehicles out. They were trying to establish a 
secondary. 

Q. Were you seeing any patients at that time 
after the collapse? 

A. Not initially, not initially. I think most 
people were just trying to basically evacuate the 
area. It was basically a lot of the same stuff you saw 


back from -- at least that I saw back in '93, a lot of 


little people with soft tissue stuff, but most people 
just trying to get out. 

Once we set up the second area, we started to 
get ourselves back down towards the second tower so we 
can assist in patient care. 

Q. Who was at that staging area? 

A. To be honest, I really -- I remember seeing 
some of our vehicles and one or two voluntaries, but 
not one particular officer was in charge, so I really 
couldn't give you the name as far as who was basically 
calling the shot. 

As we started to make our way up is when I 
happened to look up, and I saw a lot of people, you 
know, jumping out of the building. Then I noticed, 
like, the top of the tower seemed to shoot up a little 
bit and start to fall down a little bit, and that's 
when Bill Simon and I, who was my partner, just bolted 
in towards one of the other overpasses just to get some 
cover, and-- 

Q. So you ran north? 

A. We ran north up the Westside Highway, and 
just went into -- several police officers were 
shooting out doors so we could get in, just trying to 


secure a safe area for us as the second collapsed, at 


which point -- once some of the debris and the last big 
pillar of smoke, we were able to get out, just start 
working our way back up to towards what was left now of 
the second tower, and we just, like, left the vehicle 
where it was, and I don't even remember at that point. 
I think it was where the second one (inaudible). 
Somewhere near Murray, I believe, and we just started 
working our way back down towards the trade center. 

At that point, there was pretty much a lot of 
mass confusion at that point. It was just like 
everybody knew whatever resources had been in the 
immediate area were probably just wiped. I ran into 
one of my old S.0.D. lieutenants, Lieutenant Santiago. 
He and I immediately kind of like snapped into some of 
our old S.0.D. training. We started just, like, 
gathering units together, see if we can create like a 
secondary staging area. 

We saw a lot of little soft tissue stuff, a 
couple of respiratory distresses. We were finding some 
half crews. We did our best to, like, put them 
together and see if we could coordinate getting the 
most critical moved up to Chelsea where we heard -- 
whatever they -- I guess they made that their primary 


staging and just whatever we could find, just trying to 


get crews together and start taking care of the 
patients. 

And that's basically how that -- that part of 
the event went -- seemed like several hours, but I know 
it was only several minutes. Bill and I at that point 
had separated, Bill Simon and I had separated. Bill 
hooked up with -- I don't know his name. He was one of 
the lieutenants from Manhattan. He was from Bellevue. 
He went up to Chelsea Pier with the vehicle, and Jerry 
Lieutenant Santiago, tried to keep it in the Haz-Mat 
realm. 

Q. Basically, so really not many patients after 
the collapse? 

A. No, not really. Not like back in '93. I 
mean '83. '93. 

Then once all the bosses started to get over 
their primary shock, they started to get the sector 
commands back, established again, including the Fire 
Department, we had a small -- they were actually 
gathering some of the old Haz-Mat teams together and 
some of the old USAR teams. Was all part of S.0O.D. at 
that time. The whole area was -- they were deciding 
whether or not we were going to suit up, or how and 


when USAR was going to get activated. 


Q. Where were you exactly when the tower 
collapsed? 
A. Second tower? 


Q. North tower collapsed. 

A. North tower collapsed. North tower, I was 
probably somewhere between -- probably between either 
Murray and Barclay, or Barclay and Vesey. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. On West, yeah. 

Q. You guys just ran up? You didn't go into a 
building anywhere there? 

A. Trying to go up? 

Q. You ran north when you -- 

A. Oh, you mean after the tower collapsed? 

Q. When it started collapsing. 

A. Yeah, we just ran north probably more towards 
Barclay. 

Q. Did you go into a building there? 

A. Yes. Probably down a little bit further when 
we stopped running was on the other side of Warren 
Street where the school is. We ducked into the -- 
there's an overpass from one school over to the other, 
and we ducked into the school. 


Basically after that it was just -- at that 


point they started bringing us into one of the other 
secondary schools, and they started putting medics with 
EMTs and going down to the pile to see if they could 
find anything. I did that for the next day or so. 

Q. A long time. 

A. Yeah, it was a long day. 

Q. How was your radio communications? 

A. Well, to be honest, other than 
point-to-point, as far as, like, trying to hear some 
of, like, either Brooklyn central or Manhattan, it was 
very scratchy, pretty much unreadable. 

What little I did hear was mostly on the -- 
Bill and I, we were staying point-to-point, we were on 
the local TAC frequency, so that that kept us -- at 
least he Knew what I was doing, and I knew what he was 
doing to make sure we were safe. So that went -- like 
because I knew, like, the lower Manhattan frequency was 
just trash. They didn't need to know where we were 
going through or any other nonsense. 

You could hear -- every once in awhile I 
switched over to citywide to see if anything was 
going. When I had run into Dr. Gonzalez, he basically 
wanted to know -- once again, it goes back to the old 


SOD days. He was, like, oh, what do we have here, 


here, here and here. I'm like, this isn't the old SOD 
days. I don't have any details for you like I used to 
be able to get. 

Q. Right. 

A. And it was very -- that was very -- that was 
very annoying to me personally. 

Q. Because you didn't have the equipment? 

A. I didn't have the equipment. I didn't have 
the resources, and I didn't have the additional -- just 
basically additional information to be able to play 
with, some of the tools that I had earlier. That kind 
of made me feel pretty much worthless. I just didn't 
like that at all. 

Q. So when you arrived, they were talking about 
a secondary collapse? 

A. They were already concerned about the -- 

Q. So they were moving things around? 

A. Like that, they were trying to get things 
reorganized after the first blast they -- I know they 
started some of the crews and somebody over in the 
other tower and -- 

Q. Who was talking about that? 

A. It was just (inaudible) around the area. I 


couldn't be specific as to what particular boss 
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mentioned it or -- 

Q. Fire chiefs were there? 

A. Everybody was there. Everybody was squared 
off at that point, because they already knew they lost 
one building. It's only a matter of time -- the second 
is less than 200 feet away, so yeah, everybody was 
pretty much concerned. 

Fire was pulling back. We were pulling 
back. P.D. was screaming get their guys out. 
Everybody was -- everybody was just trying to get the 
fuck out at that point. Trying to -- you saw a lot of 
people taking people with them. Nobody was like -- I 
mean, they tried to make this about as organized as 
that could be, but -- 

MR. CUNDARI: Thank you for conducting this 

interview. The time is 7:31. This concludes the 


interview. 


